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CAMBRIDG E. 
| Should not preſume to prefix 


Your Great N ames to thi 
mean Diſcourſe, were I not en- 
conrag'd thereto, by the Kind 
Reception it found from you, when I had 
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the Honour to Preach it before You. 
Your Attention then, made me believe 
it not altogether Impertinent - And 


Your Approbation ſince, makes me think 


it not altogether unfit for the Pub- 
lick. It ſets forth Guarded by Your 


Authority, And therefore defies the Cen- 
ſure of the Fattious, and Schiſmati- 
cal. For them to Cavil where you 
have groen Fudgment, will. only betray 
their wonted Prejudice, Neither 
will Ye be aſham'd of the Dedication, 
when it ſhall appear, That the Diſ- 
courſe repreſents You, in Your Prin- 
ciples and Prattices, in Relation to 
the Government both of Church and 
State. You are Undoubtedly, in Your 
Capacities, the Stable Supports and Or- 


naments of Both. For though Ye are 
fix't 


; 
. 
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fix't to particular Spheres, yet Ye In- 
fluence the N{ation by Your Learning, 


Prudence and Loyalty. Hu &M ajeſty 
did lately, of Hu own Accord, vouch- 
ſafe to Honour You, with Hu Royal 
Preſence, which Gracious Ae does ſuf- 
ficiently Teſtifie to the world, How 
well Ye have behaud You Selves, in 
the Government of this His Univer- © 
fity, and How worthy He thinks You 
of Greater Dignity» eMay Ye al- 
ways enjoy Hu Royal Protetion, en- 
creaſe in the Eſteem of all Virtuous 
and Fudicious Men, and never loſe 
the Reputation Ye have already Gain'd 
as in Your ſeveral (polleges, ſo in the 
Univerſity in General , which is at 
thy Day by Your wiſe Conduit /o 
well manag'd, as to be Dreaded by the 
Fattious, Loved and Reſpetted by all 


Good 
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Good Subjeits, That Ye would reckon | 
me in the number of theſe 1s the Great 
Ambition of | 


- Your moſt Devoted 


and Obedient Servant 


M. Barne, 
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S* John 18. 36. 
Zeſus anſwer d, My Kingdom ts not of this 


Pilar's Queſtion, What haſt thou Joh. 18.35. 
S done ? For Pilate urging Chriſt 
AVESS to contels, whether He were 
STC ouilty of the Crimes laid to 
Om his charge by his goodly Ac- 
cuſers the Chief Prieſts, which were no leſs 
than High Treaſon ahd Blaſphemy, gave Him 
an opportunity to diſcourſe ny the —_— 
is 
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His &ingdom; And from thence to ſhew the 
Malice and Falſity of their Accuſation. He did 
not deny Himſelf robe a xwwg, but from the 
Quality of his Kingdim, gave Rficiene Proof, 
that He was falſely accuſed as a Traitour and 
Enemy to Ceſar. As much as if He had ſaid, 
I confels my ſelf to be a King, yet by renoun- 
cing all carthly Sovereignty, I make ir plainly 
appear to you Pilate, whom I own to be my 
Lawfull Judge, for as much as you are commil- 
ſfioned by Ceſar, as He is by God; That my 
Accuſers the Chief Prieſts and their Accomplices are 
a Pack of Profligate Villains, reſoly'd to take a- 
way my Life, cither through Malice, Revenge, 
or what is worſe, the Unnatural Pleaſure they 
take in ſhedding of Innocent Bloud. And to 
efte& this their Helliſh Deſign, they have no 
ſurer method, no more plauſible Pretence, 
thanto lay to my charge Crimes which | ne- 
ver was guilty of, and ſuch as my very foul 
abhors. They would perſuade you, That 1 
am a dangerous Perſon, an Enemy to{ #ſar, and 2 
(onſpiratour againſt the Government, That I 
would ſubvert the eftabliſh'd, and introduce 
a falſe Rel;g1on of my own. Whereas, had I any 
ſuch Deſign, I ſhould not have appear'd in 
luch mezn circumitances; as hitherto I have 
done, 


before the Uneoerfity. 
done, attended only with a few poor Diſciples, 

and They too unarm'd; and moreover,by me 
ſtrictly commanded not to draw the fword 
againſt Publick Authority upon any provyoca- 
tion whatſoever: Burt like your Emperonrs 
I had march'd with my Guards about me, and 
appear'd at the Head of twelve Legions of Arm'| 
Angels, who ſhould have tought my B-reels, 
confounded mine Enemies, and not have fuf- 
fered me to have been deliver'd into cheir 
Hands. And therefore believe me Pilate, C#- 
fars Kingdem is in no danger of being over- 
chrown by mine; which 1s no other, than 
what the }-w1ſh prophets have foretold ſhonld 
be {ct up in theſe Days, A Kingdom which 
' would L-gittmate the Jews, and make them 
whar they falſely pretend to be, Children of the 
Fait'full Abraham. A Kingdom which would 
make Cejar Great and Happy, by making His 
Subjefts Obedient and Loyal to Fim, whilſt he 
approves Himlelf ſo to the King of Heaven. 
This ſremsto bertruly the Reaſon of Chrifts 
Decla-arion---- My K:nydom # not of this world. 
From «hich Explication of the words ,and the 
ſeveral Circumſtances of our Saviours Tryal 
we may obſerve: 1, Under what'vizard (alumny 
common!y wreaks its malice npont Inyocent Perſons. 

B 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, The ftedfaſt meen, and undaunted car- 


riage of Innocency under the moſt extream violence of 


its Oppreſſors. 

Thirdly, The ſalvage Fury of the Multitude,who 
when ſtirr'd up by the Rulers, nothing can appeaſe, 
but their louder cries, ( rucifie, ( rucifie, muſt pre- 
vail. 

Fourthly, 'The Frailty of Judges, ſometimes 
through Fear, but oft'ner through ſecular Intereſt, 
corrupted to go againſt their Judgments. But be- 
cauſe theſe oblervations ſeem rather to ariſe 
from the previous and ſubſequent Circum- 
ſtances of our Saviour*s Tryal, than any imme- 
diate foundation in the Text it ſelf, I ſhall be 
very brief in their 1/luſtration. 

Firft, Under what vizard Calumny commonly 
wreaks its malice upon Innocent perſons. Humane 
Nature notwithſtanding all the Afronts and 
Indignities which M* Hobs hath thrown upon 
it, is of itſelf very civil, obliging and compal- 
ſionate. In common ſpeech, Humanity and Ci- 
vility fignifie the ſame thing. Nothing makes 
a deeper impreſsion upon our minds, than to 
lee Virtue oppreſs'd, nothing is more grating 
than to ſee Yillany proſper : As the wiſeſt men 
have not been free from Reſentments of this 
Kind; ſo the Beſt have not always been able to 
abſtain 
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abſtain from making ſome undue Refleions 
upon Providence upon this account, The 
Heroick Patience of Job as 'twas admirable, fo 
*rwas ſingular, He being the only Example of 
a meer man, who ran through all the Dolorous 
Stages of Affliction, with an unwearied and un- 
blameable (onſtancy, He alone deferv'd tha 


reat Character, In all this Job ſinned not, nor Tob.r, 22, 


charged God fooliſhly. This being truly the State 
of Humane Nature, Whenever it has or ſhall be 
the Fate of Innocent perſons to ſuffer in this Life, 
to accompliſh their Triumphs in the other, it 
muſt be by making them Guilty of the blackeſt 
Crimes. I ſhall keep my ſelf co the Inſtance 
of my Text, our bleſſed Saviour ; who though 


He had done no violence, neither was deceit found in Iſa. 53. 9. 


his mouth, yet He was accuſed by a Band of 
Priefts ; His Accuſation was Blaſþhemy and High 
Treaſon. And ſo the Son of God was found 
Guilty of Blaſphemy againſt God. The Great 
Exemplar of Loyalty and Obedience was Sentenc'd 
ro die, and executed as the worſt of Malefaors, 
a Traitor againſt (ſar. 

The Stedfaſt meen, and Undaunted Behaviour of 
Inmocency under all the Injuries of its Oppreſſors. 
And indeed who but an Innocent Perſon could 
have ſuſtain'd, with ſo much Brayery and 
B 3 Great- 
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Greatneſs of Mind, all thoſe undeſerv'd Indigni- 
ties which were thrown upon Qur Savieur ? 
For He was Judas-like betrayed, by That which 
ſhould be a Token of the Deareſt Friendſhip, a 
Kiſs. Rudely apprehended by Ruffians, Cow- 
ardly deſerted by his Diſciples. Inhumanel 
Buffeted and Scourged by the Rude Soldiers, 
Mockingly Arrayed in a Purple Robe. Fallely 
Sentenc'd to Death by Cowardly Pilate. And 
all along His tedious and painfull Crucifixion, 
mock'd and revil'd by His unrelenting zxe- 
cutioners, Now as that Heroick Patience, which 
fhined forth in ous Saviour, under and above 
all theſe Cnelties, convinc'd All but the Con- 
trivers of thera, of His: I1nscency, and extonted 
that Noble Confeſſion from the Genturion ; Cer- 
tainly this was a Righteous man. So if the like pa- 
tience, docs not produce the like Effe& in us 
towards all His Folluwers, whom He out of 
His mighty Love has enabled to Drink of thar 
bicter Cup, which He Bleſs'd and Sweetn'd with 
Hl Sacred Lips, "tis nota Sign of their Gujle, 
bur of a Jewiſh Obdurateneſs in our Hearts. 

The falvage Fury of the Multicude, who 
if once ſtirr'd up by the Rulers, nothing can af- 
texwards appcalc, but their Louder Cries, (ru 
cifie, Grucifie, mult prevail. Pllate.. ye know, 
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was willing to have releas'd Jeſus. For He 
pronounc'd Him 7nnocent once. and again. 
But being frightcd, He was at length over- 
come by the Outragious Clamers of the Peo- 
ple; And then againſt Law and His own Con- 
ſcience, He deliver'd Him to the Wil of His A4d- 
perſaries. Againſt Law, for the Witneſſes did 
not agree ; againſt His own Conſcience, for 
He took water and waſh'd His Hands, and 
Fooliſhly thought by that water to walh away 
the Guilt of ſhedding that Innocent Bloud, not 
to be waſh'd away but by the Yirtze of that 
Bloud which He caus'd tobe ſhed. 

The Frailty of Judges ſometimes through Fear, 
but oft'ner through Secular Intereſt corrupted to At 
againſt their Conſciences. I do not find in the 
whole Tragical ſtory of our Saviours Tryal, but 
that Pilate was of Himlſeif a very Good Judge. 
T hat He carried a fair mixture of Juſtice and 
Mercy. For though He underſtood not the 
Great Worth of the Priſoner brought before 
Him, yet out of. the Gentility of His Nature, 
he treated Him reſpetfully, He ſeem'd ra- 
therto pity, than upbraid His Calamities, He 
forbore all Bitter Sarcaſms, and uſed no Re- 
proachfull Language towards His Perſon; lo far 
was He from encouraging the Furious Pro- 
ceedings 
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ceedings of His Malicious Accuſers, by any 
Incentive Harangues, That he endeavour'd, 
what he could, to mollifie and aſſwage them, 
by Grave and Sober Speeches, He was 
as willing to hear the Defence of the Prj- 
ſoner, as the Indiftment which was alledg'd a- 
gainſt Him. But notwithſtanding all theſe 
promiſing Signs of Juſtice, and an 1mpartial 
Tryal ; when He perceiv'd that the Chief Prieſts - 
and Elders, had got the Cry on their fide, and 
that there was Danger of looſing His Judyes 
Place, if he did not comply with the unruly 
Multitude ; when the bloudy-minded impla- 
cable Prieſts began to Brave him on the Bench, 
and tell him to his face, that -if he let the Pri- 
foner go he was not Cefars Friend; he deli- 
ver'd Him up to the Will of his Cracifeers. 
And neither his pretended Clemency, the In- 
terceſsion of his Beloved Wife, the apparent, and 
by him confels'd, 7zmocency of the Priſoner 
could ſave Him from the Croſs. And thus 
the Great Sacrifice of the World, was Sacrific'd to 
Intereſt, and Popular Fury. O Let all the Judges 
of the Earth take warning from Pilat's Frailty, 
and learn to do Juſtice, in ſpite of the Threats, 
and Allurements of the world. 


But 
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But to come yet cloſer to the Text ; Jeſus - 
anſwer'd my Kingdom ws not of this world. Be- 
cauſe Jeſus declar'd His Kingdom not to be 
of this world, therefore had He not a King- 
dom in this world ? did not all the Titles to 
Dominion meet and concenter in him ?. For 
had not He the Right of Primogeniture, 
whom the Father appointed Heir of all things ? 

Had not He the Right of Creation, by whom yeb.r,:4. 
He made the worlds ? The Right of fimilitude ; for 

was He not the Brightneſs of bis Glory, and the 

expreſs Image of his Perſon > The Right of conſer- 

vation, for does He not uphold all things by the word 

of His Power ? The Right of Redemption, for has 

He not purged our fins ? 

And does He not now enjoy the Right of 
Exaltation, and Poſſeſsion, for is He not ſet down 
on the Right Hand of the Majeſty on High ? Which 
of the Potentates of the earth can ſhew more 
G:orious, or juſt Titles to the Sceptres which 
they ſway ? 

And therefore Firſt, as a Learned Expoſitor \,. 
has obſerv'd, theſe words cannot be under- 
ſtood lo, as to exclude Chriſts Right to a King- 
dom in this world,for in the next/yerſe it 4. 
lows expreſsly, for this end; /viz, That I might 
be a King, came 1 into the world, Job. 18. 37. 

C Secondly, 
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Secondly, Theſe words cannat be under- 
ſtood. as if there were, Kingdoms of this world, 
which were originally of this world, though 
Cbriſts Kingdom ſhould not prove to be one of 
thele. This Expoſition will fyit with their Fran- 
tick Flumour, who place the Origine of Dominion 


in the People. But what Jeſu replied to the Ro- = 


man Preſident, in then" v, of the next Chapter, 
does ſufficiently canfute that wild, and dan- 
gerous Poſition ; '# dg; itwian, which comes 
from s «©»3 Thog could [} bave no Power at all a- 
gainſt meexcept it were given thee from above, Now 
let but the People produce Jehovab's ſpecial 
Donation, or immediate Gonveyance,of Power to 
them ; And then wee'll be conteatto ſubmit to 
their Government ; But if they can praduce no 
{uch Inſtrument, how Impious and Sacrilegious are 
they, in challenging to themſelves the 0rigine 
of Dominion, which belongs ſolely to Fehovah. 
And therefore, Thirdly, it follows the words 
themſelves cannot bear this Conſtruction, 
That any juſt Power ſhould be Originally of this 
world, Force and Might may, But io the 
word uſed in the New Teftement to ſignife 
Power is Originally in God, and Derivatively in 
Kings, as Gods Vicegerents. 
The Queſtion - way ſ{cemcth not uy wy 
oly” 
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ſolv'd inwhar ſenſc Jeſus ſaid-—My Kingdom is 
not of this world, S* (hryſoftom thinks He ſpake of 
the King dom of Heaven,for He does not ſay my King - 
dom is not of this world,as though He had not a Right 
to poſſeſs the Kingdoms of this world, But becauſe 
He had a Greater, and more Glorious Kingdom 
in Heaven. | $' Aug. And IVetrouble you with 
no more Expoſitors, thinks He ſpake of His 
Church, which s Flu Kingdom, and not fo properly 
of this world, becauſe it is here only in Pilgrimage, 
and a ſtate of Probation, and ſhall not be Perfett and 
Triumphant untill it be ſeated in Heayen, Burt as 
I told you before, the meaning is plain 
enough, My Kmpdom is not of this world ; 4.0. 
'Tis not of the fame Nature, and Quality with 
the Kingdoms of this world. ' It confifts nor, as 
they do, in Outward Pomp, and Grandeur, bur is 
of a Spiritual, and Heavenly Temper. That this 
is the true meaningof che words will appear; 
Firſt, From the manner'of its 1hſtitution ; which 
was not like that of the Kingdoms of this world ; 
in the ſervile Submiſsion- of men, -or .any 
Bloudy Conqueſt over them, - 'He arrived at 
Sovereignty wichout Raiſing of Armies, or Fight- 
ing of Battels; neicher did 'He meaſure the 
Greatneſs of Ris Kingdom, from the Bodily 
Strength, the Nambers of -His Subjefts, or the 
C 2 Largeneſs 
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Largeneſs of his Territories. But contrariwiſe 
His Kingdom was founded in the ſubmiſſion of 
the ſoul; He ſct up His Standard in the 7ward 
Man; And His Power was chiefly manifeſted 
in the Noble Conqueſts which He wrought over 
the Rebellious Wills, and unruly Afﬀefions of 
men. And this 'mighty ,work He effe&ted 
after a ſpiritual manner. By the Reaſonableneſs of 
His Dofrine, and the Exemplarineſs of His Life. 
BY the Majeſty of His Miracles, and the Energie 
of His Spirit, By ftrit Faſtings, and fervent 
Prayers ; and all other ſeverities of an Holy Life. 
Laſtly, by Atteſting the Truth, and Dignity of 
His Kingdom|by His:Blowd. And thus the King- 
dom of ( briſt, in a ſhorr\ time, ſpread its Trium- 
phant Arms throughout the world. Ir took Poſ- 
fſeſSion,in all the Kingdoms of the world; But dil- 
poſſels'd-none of the Kings ofthe earth of their 
Dominions. It committed an holy violence upon: 
mens minds, but left their Bodies, and Eſtates 
free. It conquer'd Kjngs,and ſubdued their Sub- 
jets, and yer at the ſame time eſtabliſh'd the 
Crown upon the Head of the one, by making 
Obedience an indiſpenſable Duty in the other. 

Secondly, This will appear from the rene + { 
its Adminiſtration. As His Kjngdom was at farſt 
founded,ſo. was it Govern'd in a manner __ 
rom. 


before the Univerſity. 
from the Kingdoms of this world. The Obedience 
of His Subjefts proceeds from a Principle of Filial 
Love,not of Servile Fear,He (ſecures them in.their 
Allegeance by His Inviſible Power, but never con- 
firains them by any /ifible Force. He Raiſed no 
—Taxes for the ſupport of His Government, but Reli- 
giouſly paid them, where they were due. He En- 
ated no Penal Statutes, Leading. to Pecuniary. 
Muliis, or Corporal Puniſhments, but yet He ſub- 
mitted to thole Laws,and enjoyned His Followers 
to do the ſame. HisCourt was lo far from bein 
crowded with Miniſters of State; that ſometimes 
He had no Attendants at all ; And when He had. 
any,they were of no higher rank than poor Fiſher- 
men. He was ſo far from being Miniſtred unto, 
that He became the Servant of All, ſo far from 
being ſerved. upon the Knee, that He Kneeled. 
down;and waſh d His ſervants feet ; ſo farfrom 
ſending forth Embaſſadors to negotiatethe Af;irs 
of this world,that Heſtriatly commanded Nis 
Diſciples to leave them All, whenever they Hin- 
der, or {ſtand in Competition with the Concerns of 
His Kjngdom. Laſtly, ſo far from Conſtituting. 
Judges with the Power of Life, that He Himſelf 
was ſentencd to the. moſt Ignominious Death... 
Briefly as His Kingdom was Spiricual,ſo were all 
tis Afairs tranſafted after a Spiritual manner. 
| C 2 [: 
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I ſpeak not this withthe leaſt refleftion upon the 
Greatneſs of the Kings of the earth, or the Laws, 
and Proceedings of their Courts of Judicature, 
whole unhappy (ircumſtances are often times 
ſuch,that they cannot aſſume to themſelves too 
rauch of outward ſtate to retain the Obedience of 
rheir good, nor enact too ſevere Laws to reclaim 
the Licentiouſneſs of their bad Subjefis- But only 

to ſhew the difference of the Kingdoms of this 

world, and that of the Goſpel, in the Adminiſtra- 

tion of their Afairs. 

Thirdly, This will appear from the manner of 
ſubduing His Enemies. As He Governs His Sab- 
je&5,fo he Conquers His Enemies after a Spiritual, 
and Heavenly manner,not by the material, but the 
ſword of the ſpirit. His weapons are not carnal,but 
mighty to the pulling down of the ſtrong holds of Sa- 
tan. As the Znemies of His Kingdom are chiefly 
the Inviſible Powers of Darkneſs, Legions of Devils, 
and Armed Fiends, ſo He conquers them by the 
Light of His Word, and the mighty Power of His 
Spirit. By the Miniſtry of Angels, He counter- 
mines the devices of Satan. -The Captain of-our 
Salvation truſted not in His ſword, or ſpear. In 
His Armoury are found one of the bloudy En- 

ines of War. His Yiftories conſiſted not of 
ſlaughter d bodies, but vanquiſ}'d ſpirits, For He 
| wreſtled 
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wreſtled not againſt Fleſh, and Blogd, but a: 
ainſt Principalities, againit Powers, againſt the 
Rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſþiri- 
tual wickedneſſes in High Places. Which ſome- 
times He Exorciz'd by the Power of his Word; 
fometimes He caſt out by Faſting and Prayer, 
always ſubdued by Proportioning His wea- 
pons to the flrength and cunning of His Adver- 
aries. And thus Briefly we have ſeen in what 
Reſpecs Chriſts Kingdom is ſaid not. to be of this 
world. - In Reſpeot its Inſtitution, 4dminiſtra- 
tion, and the manner of conquering its enemies. 
And now upon a review, let us conſider, Firſt, 
Whoſe Kingdom they belong to,who-propagate Chriſt's 
ofter another manner, than *ewas at firſt founded by 
Him. Who under pretence of Zeal for the 
Kingdom of Heaven, diſturb the Kingdoms of the 
earth, who to Projelyte Souls exerciſe unheard 
of. Cruelties and 1ujuftice Over the Bodies. and 
Eſtates of men ; who tound Chriſts Kingdom in 
Bloud; and make the Prince of Peace, the Aus 
thor of unnatural War. Who out of needleſs 
Fears, and ſelf-created Jealoufies of loſing their 
Religion, are guilty of ſuch Prafiijes, as not only 


the Chriſtian, but even Natural Religion Deteſts 


and Abhors. I hopeall men will grant, thas the 


Peace of the Government 1s of far greater concern, 
than 
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than the Toleration of this, or that private Opi- 
nion in matters of Religion. For by diſturbing that, 
the Innocent are often involy'd in Temporal mi- 
ſeries, the Diſturbers themſelves, at they periſh 
in the Rebellion, are in danger of eternal-damnia- 
tion. Butſure I am, no man ſhall becall'd to 
an Account hereafter, for not publickly cxerci- 
ſing his own Private Opinions, in oppoſition to 
the eſtabliſh*t Religion of the Land; and which is 
by Him confeſs'd to hold all the Fundamentals 
of Salvation, and to befree from any damnable 
errour, Briefly the Chriſtian Religion as it is In- 
ſtituted by Chriſt, is the greateſt ſecurity to Tem- 
poral Governours; And if it be made uſc of to 
the prejudice of the preſent Poſſeſſor, or his Law- 


full Succeſſor, *tis then abuſed, the Author of it 


betrayed, and the Great Deſign of it perverted. 
Secondly Whoſe Kingdom do they belong to, who 
negotiate the affairs if Souls, after another manner 
than (rift did, Who aim at Superiority in the 
Church, with a Deſign to Lord It over Chrifts 
Flock, and exerciſe Tyranny over the Conſciences 
of men. Who take upon them the Miniſterial 
Funion, to gratifie their Avarice and Ambition, 
and make the Patrimony of the Church ſubſer- 
Vient tO baſe Secular ends. Who if once arriv'd to 
a pretended unappealable degree of Eherarchy, pre» 
| ſently 
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ſently exalt themſelyes above all that is called 
God. Theſe are ſo far from being Faithfull Sub- 
jefts of Chriſts Kingdem, that they are the very 
enemies of (hriſt. For if the Governours of the 
Church, of Good Shepherds become Ravenuus 
Wolves; And inſtead of Reducing the Strays to 
the Flock in the Spirit of meekneſs, they ſhall by 
their Pride, and Haughtineſs Drive the Sheep 
from thence; what a ſad account will they 
have to make hereafter to the Great Shepherd 
of Souls. How guilty the Pope and his Eccle- 


fiaſticks have been of this Charge, I ſhall not 


need declare, But ſo long as the Governours of 
the Ghurch execute their High Calling according 
to (hriſts Preſcripe, the Praftice of the Apoſtles, 
and Primitive Biſhops, with Humility, Sobriety, 
Hoſpitality, Gravity and Moderation , there is yer 
great hopes, that the Governed, the People, may 
yet bring forth the bleſſed Fruits of Love, 
Peace, Joy, Obedience, Long-ſuffering, Goodneſs, 
Faith, Meekneſs and Temperance. 

Thirdly, Let us enquire whoſe Kingdom they be- 
long to, who would deſtroy all thoſe whom they account 
the Enemies of ( briſts Kingdom, with other weapons, 
than He bath allowed of. Of all Feuds,thoſe about 
Religion are the fierceſt. And therefore cis well 
the Captain of our Salvation hath told us whar 

- kind 
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kind of Armes we are to uſe in its Defence , 
otherwiſe the Chriſtian Camp, through the 
Perverſneſs of the Commanders, had made bur 
one common Field of Bloud. Lukewarmneſs 
in Religion, or an Indifferency to All Religions, is 
as bad as if we profeſs'd none at all. To 
maintzin our Religion by Cruelty, or Injuſtice, is 
worle, than if we profeſs'd none at all, He 
whodenies a God, only proclaims himlelf a 
Fool; But we want a name to diſtinguiſh him 
by, who makes Ged the Author of Impieties , 
or his Religion a Countenaxcer of Injuſtice. He 
who out of Zeal to God, robbeth Ceſar of his 
Dues, were it in his power, would dethrone 
God, and ſer himſelf up in His Roam. Jeſus ans 
ſwer'd, My Kingdom is not of this world, "What 
then ſhall we think of His pretended: Ficar, 
who impudently claimerh a Right ro all the 
Kingdoms of this world ? Who whilft he hy- 
pocritically ftiles himſelf a jervant of the mean- 
eſt of the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, Uſurps the Power 
of depoling Kings, and diſpoſing of their King- 
doms. To deal fincerely with-you, I think this 
Impious Prafiice to be ane of the moſt Irrefra- 
gable Arguments, to prove him to be The Anti- 
Chriſt. That whereas ſome havetakena 

deal of Pains, to prove Him fo, from-the ob- 
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ſcure Prophecies of Daniel ; And others with 
great Labour, and Difficulties have applicd all 
the Phenomena, and (harafers of the Apocalypti- 
cal Falſe Prophet to the Pope; This is a more 
ſure, and compendious way of ſtamping 
upon him the Mark of the Beaſt. Chriſt was 
both a King, and a Prieſt, His Prieſtly Office, 
in the molt ſolemn manner, He conferr'd upon the 
Apoſtles ; His Kingly He left where He founded 
It, Delegated by His Father, upon the Emperours 
of the world, and conffrm'd that Delegation to 
us, by His own Obedience to Them. Now then 
if the Pope, out of Great ſolicitude for the (hurches 
committed to His charge, makes any unjuſt At- 
tempts, upon their Zegalities, He ſtrikes at the 
Kingly Office of Chriſt, and endeavours=--Solyere 
Jeſum, the Diſſolution of Jeſus, as the Yulgar 
Tranſlation, and thoſe Greek {opies it follows, 
have it. Now ſince He dares not pretend to this 
Power immediately from (Chriſt, for -He cannot 
find any ſuch Donation, amongſt all the Rights, 
He pretends to as S' Peters Succeſſor ; His In- 
dire Power, and in Order to Spirituals will not 
ſerve his Turn. For to ſuppoſe the wortt, 
That the £ings of the earth ſhould ftand up, 
and take Council together to deſtroy Chriſts 
Kingdom, ſhall therefore his Holineſs add Impirty 
D 2 | ro 
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to their madneſs, by Depoſing them, and abſol- 
ving their Subjefts from their Obedience ? If 
he does, he is ſo far from being Chriſts Vicar, 
That he is a Barabbas, and though he may 
elcape,as Barabbas did, Puniſhment in this Life 
yet that eternal Vengeance which purſues Rob- 
bers, and Murtherers, will overtake him in the 
other. All that the Governours of the Church 
can do in this Extremity, is to Adviſe, Ad- 
moniſh, Rebuke with all Gravity and Humility ; 
to {er before them the Folly and Danger of ſuch 
Councils, and the certain Deſtruftion, which al- 
ways attends them. And if ſuch, with all other 
Chriſtian means prove ineffectual, they havin 
diſcharg'd their Duty, uſt commit Themſelves, 
and Their (auſe to God, in Tears, Faſting and 
Prayers ; And in thoſe very Prayers they muſt 
remember more eſpecially their Perſecutors. 
Laſtly, if God fo willeth, in a Patient ſuffering 
the Loſs of Life. Theſe are the only juſtifiable 
weapons, by which the (hurch of (hriſt oppoſerh 
Her Enemies. 

And now give me leave in a few words, 
to bring all home to our ſelves. None of us 
have been ſo cloſely Immn'd in our Studies, but 
we muſt have obſerv'd ſomething of the pre- 
ſent State of Aflairs. How that our Church hath 

two 
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two Potent, and Reſileſs Enemies to Encounter, 
the Romaniſts, and the Presbyterians, with all 
the Inferior Sefs, that fight under their Banner. 
We have been ſufficiently Alarm'd by the Hel- 
liſh Plots of the one; And we hive by ſad Ex- 
perience felt the unlupportable Tyranny of the 
other. Yet God forbid, that we ſhould ſerve 
Them, as they would dos, Defend Our Re- 
ligion by the ſame unwarrantable Prattices, by 
which they would Deſtroy It. The Reformed 
Religion of the Church of England, as it has the 
moſt of Primitive Purity in worſhip, Dorine, and 
Diſcipline; ſo hath it of (hriſtian Loyalty, of any 
other Religion inthe world. And 'tis our Hap- 
ineſs to live under as Gracious a Prince, as ever 
Sway'd the Engliſh Sceptre, ſince the (onqueſt ; 
Who has through his whole Reign been more 
Tender of the Liberty and Property of the Sub- 
je, than of his own Prerogative. Whence then 
theſe Hideous Murmurings and Complainings in 
our Streets ? Whence theſe Daily Outcries, and 
Fears of being led into Captivity ? Are they not 
from hence, that there are a ſort of reſileſs un- 
grateful people amongſt us, who under pretence 
of Securing the Proteſtant Religion, would ruine 
the Church of England, the beſt and ſureſt Guard 
againſt Popery > Who by wheadling the People, 
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with' the ſbecious Names of Liberty and Property, 
would undermine Monarchy, the ſtrongeſt bull- 
wark againſt Tyranny, and Arbitrary Power ? 
But is it poſlible, that the ſame cheats, ſhould 
paſs twice upon a Nation, in the ſame Age 2 
Have we ſo ſoon forgot the M;ſeries, and De- 
ſolations of the late U/urpation'? or being fur- 
fited with Plenty, do we nauſeat the Bleſſings of 
his Majeſties happy Reſtauration? We have in- 
deed had our Portion in-this Life, And our 
Kingdom, {eems to have been too much of this 
world, Our preſent Diſtemper procceds from 
a Fullneſs of Humors, and Rankneſs of Bloud. 
Now it we would take the Gentleſt way of 
Cure, we arc not to let out, but correft and 
ſweeten the Bloud, And this in a Moral ſenſe 
cannot be done, but by Mortification, by ſtrict 
Faſtings, Watchings and Prayers. Our Kingdom 
#5 not of this world, and all that we have to do 
in it, 1s to promote the Peace and Proſperity of 
ic, ſo long as we continue in it, and to ſecure 
our own eternal wellfare, when we go out of it. 

The Founder of this our Kingdom ſpent much 
of his time in ſolitude, prayer ,and abſtaining from 

the common converſe of the world. When He was 

tulleft of buſineſs, He often went into ſolitude 
tor-Prayer. And when He was on the laſt __ 
© 
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of His Life, even at Jeruſalem, He retired to the 
Mount of Olives to betake Himſelf to Private 
Prayer, and was apprehended performing the 
Duty of ſolitary Prayer. Let us in Imitation of 
Him, and in Conformity to the Laws of Hu 
Kingdom, Betake our ſelves frequently to /oli- 
tary Prayers, Andin our Devout Receſſes, and 
Holy Retreats from the Noiſe, and Impertinent 
buſineſs of this world, Let us commend our Souls 
to God. And in our prayers bewail more eſpe- 
cially our ſins of Murmuring and Ingratitude, 
the (auſe of our preſent Diſtrations, and which 
will, if not repented of, Involve us in a more 
Terrible Deſtruion, than the utmoſt Rage of 
our Enemies is able to effeft> Burt molt eſpe- 
cially let us pray for the ſafety of His Majeſties 
Sacred Perſon, and the Long continuance of Hs 
Life ; for the Peace of Jeruſalem, and the Proſperity 
of Sion. That He would confound His Enemies, 
and make all His Royal Friends to Rejoyce, That 
He would deliver the Innocent from the Oppre/- 
for, and bring the perjur'd man to condign puniſh- 
ment. That He would prelerye the purity of 
the Religion eſtabliſh'd amongſt us, from Su- 
perſtition and Enthuſiaſm. In a word, That He 
would infuſe Grace into all our Hearts, that 
we may in all things walk. worthy of our High - 
calling, 
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calling, and ſhew our ſelves Loyal Subje&s of 
Chriſts Kingdom, by our ſtedfaſt Obedience to our 
Supreme Governour the King, and to all Subor- 
dinate Magiſtrates, as ſent and Commiſsioned 
by Him. That ſo with S' Lake, whoſe Praiſe is 
in the Goſpel, and all the Glorious Army of Saints 
and Martyrs, we may at length Arrive at the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Amen, 


The End, 
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F&= not to be of this world ; which 

ZE, Declaration is here confirm'd 
&S V2 by a reaſon drawn from the 
ZOSSE<ze# Nature and Practice of the 
Kingdoms of this world ; which ſhould be 
to defend their Kings, as to the —— 
an 
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and ſafety of their Sacred Perſons, ſo like- 
wiſe in the free exerciſe of their juſt Rights 
and Prerogatives; whenſoever one, or the 
other ſhall happen to. be invaded, either 'by 
Faction from their own Subjects, or Violence 
from forein Enemies. Kings by their Co- 
ronation Oaths, have made themſelves Ac- 
countable ro Ged Almighty, and Him alone, 
if they fail in their Duty of defending the 
Liberties and Properties of their People : 
for which reaſon they-ought to be the more 
circumſpe&t in their ways, for as much as the 
Divine vengeance is more to be dreaded, 
than any which the ſtrongeſt arm of fleſh 
can inflict. And the People have indil- 
penſably obliged themſelves by Oaths of 
Allegeance and Fidelity, to afford them ſuch 
Aſzifance beth from their Perſons and E- 
ſtates, as ſhall be judged convenient and 
neceſſary for the maintaining their Crowns 
and Dignities. In this mutual Afiiſtance 
and Confidence of each other conſiſts the 
Beauty, Strength and Safety of Government ; 
Without which a King would. be no better 
than a piece of Gaudy Pageantry, ſet upto be 
gaz'd on, and pull'd down by every Caprice 
of the Mulrtitude : And the People would be 
depriv'd of the Benefits which they might rea- 
ſonably expect to enjoy under the Govern- 
ment.Our Saviour then inters by a Logick very 
proper 
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proper and concluding.---1f my Kingdom were of 
this world, then would my ſervants fight that 1 ſhould not 
be deliver'd to the Fews---If the Kingdom, which 
I have been promoting ever ſince I was born 
into the world, but more eſpecially theſe 
three laſt years of my Reign, were of the ſame 
nature with the Kingdoms of this world , then 
would my — draw their ſwordsin my 
juſt defence, and not ſuffer me to be thus baſe- 
ly betrayed, and deliver'd into the hands of 
my inſulting Enemies the Jews. 

The words then of my Text, without force 
or wreſting, afford theſe three following Po- 
ſitions. - 

I, That *tis Lawfull and the Duty of Chri- 
ſtians to draw their ſwords in defence of their 
Sovereign. 

2. That'tis not Lawfull but highly impious 
in Chriſtians to Rebel againft their Sovereign, 
or diſturb the Government, under the ſpecious 
pretence of defending their Religion. 

3. That 'tis the Duty of Chriſtians patient- 
ly to ſuffer for their Religion, if it be their 
Lot to fall into perſecuting times, and this in 
moſt caſes the beſt, and in ſome the only Re- 
medy left them. 

. 1. I beginwiththe Firſt Poſition. That 
'tis Lawtull and the Duty of Chriſtians to 
draw their {words in: Defence of their So- 
vereign----1f my Kingdom. were of this world, ther 

E 2 would 
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would my ſervants fight. that 1 fhrald not be deliver d 
to the. Fews----Whereby the King of Heaven, 
and Prince of Peace approves of the Practi- 
ces of the Kings of the earth, who have their 
Guards to defend their Sacred Perſons, Their 
Armies to oppoſe and ſubdue their Enemies. 
Whereby He gives a Commiſion to all Chri- 
ſtians to fight for their Lawfull Sovereigns, 
and to lay their Enemies -proftrate at their 
triumphant feet, It was therefore 2 raſh De- 
termination in Terz#lian, from our Saviours 
command to S* Peter ta ſheath his ſword, to 
infer it vnlawtull for Chriftians at any time 
to draw theirs. And 'tis highly culpable in 
his followers, fram this one inftance to con- 
clude'all- warfare Criminal, as if Chriſt had 
hereby disbanded all Chriſtian Soldiers. 
What is this but ro make Chriſtianity a prey 
to: the Unlatiable, a laughing-ftock to the 
Infolent, to proftitute the Lives and Forrcunes 
of Chriſtians 'to the pleature of the Qutra- 
gious, and ta make Chriftiap. Kings of all 
men moſt deſpicable ; if it were noc Law- 
full for them. ta repel Injuries by open Force, 
when all other means prove ineffectual. This 
were to deprive Subjects of the opportunities 
of {hewing their Loyalcy;, of the Rewards 
due to thoſe who bravely. venture their Lives 
ta relieve Widows, mn thr or anpthat are 
nojuſtly epprefb ,-te:deiend Churches and: che 
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Sacred Revenue from avaricious and facri- 
legious Hands. This were to blaſt the Lau- 
rels of fo many Chriſtian Kings, as got Re- 
nown in their glorious Attempts againſt the 
Barbarians. 

But that the Equity of Chriſtian Arms is 
eſtabliſh'd upon the Goſpel; appears in that 
St Zohn Baptiſt, though under the moſt rigorous 
exerciſe of a Spiritual Life, did not command 
the Soldiers, when they enquired of Him Luk. 3.14. 
of the means of falvation, to lay down their 
Arms, or defert their Colours; But only to 
be contented with their pay, to abſtain from 
Violence and Unjuſtice, 2. e. That rhey ſhould 
not abuſe their power into Tyranny, and 
make heir ſtrength the Riile of rheir ARions. 
Becauſe alſo che Apoftle faith, the Magi- 
irate Beereth not the ſword in vain, which He Rom.13.4. 
muſt do if it were not Lawfull for him ſome- 
times to drawit. Becauſe Chriſt comman- 
ded S* Petey to put up his fword, thereby to 
give a check to private Revenge, ſhall it nor 
therefore be Lawfull for Magiſtrates to draw 
theirs, to retaliare Publick Injuries? There- 
tore as fo thoſe Sayings of fome ancient Fa-. 
chers, which are md by ſome to oppoſe the 
Lawfallnefs of Chriſtians going to War, 

1. "Tis anfwer'd, Firſt, They only ſhew the 
Opinions of fome Private Doctors, and not 
che! fenfe of the Catholick Church ; That they. 
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were ſuch Doctors as affected an harmleſs 
kind of ſingularity, and lov'd to be reputed 
the Founders of ſome more Sublime and 
Magnifhcent Opinions, as origes, Tertullian, 8&Cc. 
Laſtly, That they were not always conſiſtent 
with themſelves, as will appear to any one 
who- ſhall compare their Writings on this 
ſubject. 

2. Secondly, The Primitive Chriſtians did 
often times refuſe, at leaſt decline, Liſting 
themſelves in the Wars, by reaſon that the 
circumſtances of the times wherein they liv'd, 
did oblige them to ſuch conditions as were 
not ſo well conſiſtent wich their holy Pro- 
feſhon : ſo Foſephws tells us the Jews defired 
an exemption from Military Expeditions, 
leaſt by their being in conjun&ion with 
Aliens, they ſhould not be able punctually 
to obſerve the Rites of their Law, for they 
might be compell'd to bear Arms on the 
Sabbath, or in their marches exceed the jour- 
ney of that day. The like Dangers Tertullias 
might obje&t to the Chriſtians againſt che 
Wars of his time. Nox convenit ſacramento di- 


* wino & humano, figno crucis & Diaboli, caſtris Iucis, & 


caftris tenebrarum : in my Opinion, ſaith he, your 
Baptiſmal Vow and the Military Oath are 
not conſiſtent, neither can ye fairly bear the 
ſign of the Croſs and the Roman ons. 
alluding to . the Oaths which the Soldiers 
were 
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were injoyn'd to take by the falſe Gods ; 
whoſe Images probably they wore in the 
Banners. | 

2. Thirdy, Let it be confidered' that the 
Primitive Chriſtians were inflam'd with ſo 
much Zeal to all: Holy: and Sublime perfor- 
mances ; that with them Evangelical Coun- 
ſels had-the force of Precepts. Fhey eſteemed 
nothing difficult which tended: to perfe&tion. 
In which perſuaſion they exhorted to cceli- 
bacy, forbid: fecond Marriages, refuſed all 
places of Dignity and publick Truſt, ſome 
of them underſtood that place, Swear not «t all, 
in a Literal ſenſe, they oftentimes choſe 
rather to looſe their right, than go to Law, 
and thought it praiſe worthy in Chriſtians to 
abſtain as well from ſharing in the Triumphs 
of War, as the pleaſures and profits of Mer- 
chandiſe. Not that they look'd upon theſe 
as forbidden by the Law of Chriſt, but be- 
cauſe in their exalted Judgments and pious 
Raptures they thought the contrary more re- 
wardable and highly acceptable ro God. 
As for thoſe places of Scripture which 
ſeemingly forbid all kind of Revenge or 
Reſiſtance ; which recommend' the airing 
of injuries and indiſpentably injoyn- Bene- 
ficence, Loveand murual- Friendſhip. When 
they are well conſider'd, they imply no 
more, than a prohibition of private — 
OL 
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of 'Inferjors reſiſting their Superiors, of one 
Chriſtians going to Law with another upon 
trivolous matters, eſpecially when there may 
be danger of giving offence to an unbe- 
liever : or elſe they are to be look'd upon 
as extraordinary counlels to ſome men, who 
by reaſon of the Dignity of their Fun&ion 
are obliged to higher and more exemplary 
Acts of Piety. - Laſtly, as to that famous 
of 1ſec«h which without doubt re- 
lates to Chrifts Kingdom, and is thus recor- 
ded, They ſhall bezt their ſwords inte plow-ſbares, 
and their ſpears into pruning-hooks . Nation ſhall not 
lift up ſword againſt nation, xcither ſhall they any more 
lzarn war, It muſt either be underſtood con- 
ditionally, that fuch indeed ſhould be the 
bappy State of the world, would all men 
embrace and practiſe the Chriſtian Religion. 
For then there ſhould be no more Wars, or 
rumoursof Wars; F«»w's Temple thould be 
for ever lock'd up, and an univerſal Jubile 
ſhould overſpread the face of the earth : or 


' elſe if you will have it underſtood in a Li- 


teral ſenſe, we are yet to expect and pray 
for the joytull accompliſhment of it, as we 
are for the general converſ1oa of the Jews, 
and the coming in of the fullneſs of the 
Gentiles, To conclude this Pour, all Ages 
do agree in the Lawtfullneſs of a War, where 
there is the Authority of che Prince, a juſt 

cauſe, 
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cauſe, a good intention, and where only war- 
rantable means are uſed for the obtaining 
the End. 

But I think I might have ſaved my ſelf 
the trouble of proving my firſt Poſition, 
for though ſome of the ancient Fathers mighr 
be ſo nice and {crupulous in this matter, So 
they could not upon any terms be perſua- 
ded togo to War, leaſt they ſhould be forc'd 
to ſhed the bloud of others, though they 
were molt generouſly prodigal of their own; 
our latter Ages have produc'd Chriſtians of 
a more ſanguine comple&ion, and war- 
like principles : our m—_ Golpellers [ fol- 
lowing the ſteps of their Captain 7gnetius 
Legals, who inftituted a Religious Order ac- 
cording to the Diſciplize which he had 
learnt in the Camp] having it ſeems received 
clearer Illuminations, and larger Commil- 
fions, than the prime and eneneſiate Apoſtles 
of Chriſt, have thought it expedient to pro- 
pagare their Religion 7s & 4rmi, and to truſt 
more to the material than the ſword of the 
Spiric , for why ſhould not X»ox enter the 
Lift, who was a Ringleader of thoſe commo- 
tions in which he had miſerably involy'd his 
Country ? or why ſhould Cafvis or Zezs be 
excus'd, who have left behind them Poſi- 
tions to juſtifie the Proceedings 2 For their 
tumulcuous and inormous Practices are no 
> $0 more 
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more 'a-kin to 'the' regular, peaceable and 
autorative Reformation of” the Church of 
England, than Babel Is to Feruſalem, Now as 
Quarrels''about Religion are of the higheſt 
and neareſt concern, ſo it once: they come to 
be decided by the Sword, we thall find them 
attended with the moſt dire and helliſh out- 
rages. It Curſe ye Mer0z be the word of 
Command, Toxth wot mine' Anointed, and do my 
Prophets uo hatm, "will be. found but a weak de- 
fence, for Crowned © Heads, and Paſtoral 
hands. And we have by ſad experience 
Henk - _ acefull nn - the 
Goſpel; [ as ypocritically ftjld them- 
ſelves; ] Se this Badeod __ 4 of Allegiance 
and Supremacy could not oblipe to take u 
Arms in the Defence of —_ Gracious at- 
flicted Prince, did 'nevertheleſs *Preach Se- 
dition, and found Rebellion''{6'' loud from 
their Pulpits, till at laſt they were able ro 
form their deluded Diſciples into a Reli- 
ious Army, who under the holy cheat of 
ghting the. Lords - Bartels, ' ſetting- King 
Feſw on his Throne, eftablifhing the Puriry 
of the Goſpel, and purging away all Super- 
ftition and Prophaneſs, barbarouſly murthe- 
red his Anointed; ſpilt the bloud'of his Pro- 
hets, laid waſte his 'Vineyard, polluted his 
oly Altars, and turn'd his*Houſe of Prayer 
into a Den of Thieves; who rob'd God of 


his 
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his worſhip, the right Heir of his Kingdoms, 
and [the Church ot Her Revenues. ''And -be- 
cauſe we have fuch manifeſt Proofs, thar:the 
reftlels Enemies of 'our King iand Church, 
are ready to a&t the ſame Tragedy ' over 
again, it cannot/be-unſeaſonable ro- confjder 
my. Second Polition-<-That *tis' nor” Lawfull but 
highly: impioue in Chriſtians, to Rebel againſs theip S0- 
vercign, or diſturb the Government, under the ſpecione 
pretence of defending their Religion, 

And this Pofitzon is uſually prov'd from 
the truth of another more general, viz. That 
it is not Lawfull upon any pretence what- 
ever to reſiſt the ſupream Power ; and This 
commonly prov'd from the Law of Nature, 
from the Law given to the Jews, but more 
eſpecially from che Evangelical' Law, and the 
Practice. of the Primitive Chriſtians , which © 
will be found . the beſt interpreter of thoſe 

laces of Scripture, which «command abſo- 
fore Obedience, and which, "though there 
were no other argument, does {utficiently 
confute all thoſe pernicious Proviſo's, auda- 
cious Limitcations', all . thoſe Pretences is 
Ordine . ad fpiritualie, that Subordination or 'Co- 
ordination of Power, the reſolving it final- 
ly into the People, at leaſt making it ac- 
countable co the Inferior Magiſtrate ; in 
{ſhorr all thoſe monſtrous. Schemes and De- 
formities-of Government,-which eicher Rome, 


F 2 Geneva, 
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Geneve, Scotland, or the Republicans of Englind 
have ſent forth into the world, to the {can- 
dal of the Authors and the Chriſtianity they 
profeſs. For if the Precepts of Obedience 
are made Sacred by the forementioned in- 
diſpenſable Ties, then arethey leaft of alk to 
be violated upon the. ſcore of Religion, 
Becaxſe, "tis impoſſible for any Power upon earth either to 
force his upen, or take my Religion from me. Conlider 
then with your ſelf how you will ever be 
able to expiate the' impiety of reſiſting 


-the Magiſtrate, under pretence of defending 


Rom, 13.5. 


that, which is not in his power to take from 
you. Is the command of Subje&ion which 
S: Paul hath made Sacred upon a twofold ac- 
count, Wrath and Conſcience, to be trifled with- 
all 2 will you ftop your ears againſt the.charms_ 
of Conſcience, and provoke- the Wrath of 
him, who- beareth not the ſword in vain, for no- 
thing at all >- Or rather is not the Religion, 
about which you make ſuch a ——_—_ On-= 
10n , 


| ly ſome outward . hypocritical Profe 
0 


me Politick Diſguiſe to advance your lelf, 
by pulling down thoſe who are ſet over youby 
the Lord? Is not the Liberty you contend for, 
Licentiouſneſs, a freedom to do what you 
lift 2 The Yoke yow would throw off, that 
of Order and Obedience 2 Would you nor 
exchange Decent, ſignificant Ceremonies , 


for xude unſeemly Geltures 2 Would you..nor 
turn. 


i 


"" 
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eurn Godly and Primitive Diſcipline, into A- 
narchy, or Tyrannical impoſitions ? Sound 
and ancient Doctrine, in all points agreeable 
to the written word of God, into novel, en- 
thuſtaſtick Divinity ? Inſpired ſtared Prayers, 
inco vain Repetitions, extemporary and yet 
laborious eieflonsd And inſtead of a ——Lng 
rential and awfull Adminiſtration of the 
Holy Sacraments , would you not introduce 
obſcene Oy - and take the Cup of Sal- 
vation with leſs Ceremony, than if you 
were only drinking in Pian Memoriem of ſome 
Deceaſed Friend ? If this be the Religion 
for which you expreſs ſo ſenſible a Tender- 
nels , it were better ſuppreſs't, than tolera- 


red, But pure Religion and undefiled: before God- and James 1.27. 


the Father, which is to viſit the fatherleſs and widows 
in their affliftion, and to keep your ſelf unſpotted from 
the world, Which i to relieve the oppreſſed, feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, wiſit theſe that are fuck, 
and in prifon , which is to live Godly, Righteouſly and 
ſoberly in this preſent world , which i to honour the 
King, to fear and love God, above all things, and your 
Neighbour as. your ſelf , which is that. of | the. heart 
and not of the tongue only, is ſuch 2/Religion asno- 
Power upon earth can take. from you. I: will 
ſuppoſe the worſt that can+ be ſuppofed, 
i the Civil Magiſtrate - ſhould beſo im- 
pious, as to forbid the worfhip of the true 
God, and command .the Adoration- of. an 
F 3 Idol i; 


Dan. 6, I 6, 


Dan, 3. 20. 
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Idol; make a Decree _ the Bible, and 
1 


eſtabliſh the Atcores. 
cancel your Obedience, or itimate Re- 
bellion. Here 'tis that che derided Doctrine 
of paſsive Obedience takes place; neither will 
the Leviathans wicked Evaſions ftand you 
in, any ſtead. The Retaining God in your 
heart, - whilſt you deny him with your 
mouth, will not ſerve your turn; neither can 
you excule your felt, by reſolving the Guilc 
of your Apoſtacy, into the Authority of the 
Commander, you muſt obey God. rather 
than man, by ſuſtaining the utmoſt that man 
can infli&, for . Gods ſake. This muſt be 
acknowledg'd a very ſharp, and grievous 
Tryal, yet no more than has been born, by 
others before you ; for we have read -of 
Daziel 1n the Lyons Den, Becauſe he would not 
obey the 1delatrous Decree of Darius ; Of his three com- 
panions 1N a burning fiery Furnece, becauſe they would = 
not worſbip the Golden 1 Nebucad-nezzer bad 
ſet wp : And we folemaly commemorate in 
our daily Office, the Goodly Company of 
the Apoſtles, and the Noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs We have heard that the mouths of 
Lyons were ftopt, the Flames of fare quench't 
for the wonderfull Deliverance of the for- 
mer, and what is yet more to be had in 
Admiration, two impious Idolatrous Kings 
converted by their Heroick Conſtancy ; _ 
| at 


$ Impiety does not 
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that the later glorified God by their Deaths, 


and for a recompence receiv'd a Crown of 
immortality. And to be ſure the precious 
Bloud, of thoſe Martyrs of the firlt Mag- 
nitude, became the fruitfull ſeed of the Church, 
In ſhort, Religion is an inward: Principle, 
and keeps its chief Reſidence in the Minds 
of Men; and they may as well have their 
Underſtandings raviſh'c, their Wills forc'r, 
as be depriv'd of it. The Profeflors may, 
bur the Faith it (elf cannor ſuffer violence 
from men, Rational Motives may perſuade ; 
a Viſion from above may enlighten, a Voice 
convert; the cooler Breathings of Heaven, 
the Gentle and Kindely Inſpirations of the 
Spirit may captivate thole underſtandings, 
Subdue thoſe refratory Wills, which are 
Proof againſt all external Force, and dehe 
the ntmoſt Rage of Men. *Tis as much be- 
yond the Power of any Tyrant upon earth, 
to impoſe any One fingle Article of Faith, 
or make me embrace his Religion in the 
Groſs, as *tis for him to impart an Identity of 
Thoughts, or an Individuation of Souls. Let 
no man then dare to- Rebel under the ſpe- 
cious pretence of defending Religion , for 
that cannot be eaken from Him. And af- 
ter all ler ic. be added for our comfort, If 
our Religion be that of the' One, Holy, Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Church , 1 ws 
« 
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that which our fore-Fathers learn't from 
the Apoſtles, which the Apoſtles learn't from 
Chriſt, which Chriſt learn't from God, as 
I am firmly aſſured Ours of the Church of 
England is , Then tis founded upon a Rock, a- 
geinſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail, *tis 
Chriſt's own promiſe, and He hath hitherto 
made it good in all Ages of the world, and 
will do unto the Conſummation thereof, 
when the Spouſe ſhall meet her glorious 
Bridegroom and be preſented to him with- 
out ſpot or wrinkle, 

2. 'Tis not Lawfull, but highly impious in Chri- 
ſtians to Rebel againſt their Sovereign, under the ſpe- 
vious pretemce of defending their Religion, becauſe 
thereby ſome of the moſt Fundemental Points of Chri- 
ftianity are overthrown. There is nothing more 
contrary to the Laws of Chriſt, nothing for- 
bidden under ſeverer Penalties than Rebel- 


Rom.13 2. Jion; He that refifteth the Power, refiſteth the Ordinance 


of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
Daemnztion, There is nothing more agreeable 
to the Laws of Chriſt, no ing encouraged 
with more glorious Rewards, than ſuffering 


Matth.5.10. for Righteouſneſs ſake. p3leſſed are they, who 


are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs s the 
Kingdom of Heaven, It then we reſiſt the 
Higher Powers, under pretence of ſecuring 
Religion, ' we fall under the Damnation 
of the worſt of Rebels, and loſe the 
war 
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ward of the moſt Noble Martyrs. He that 
raiſeth Parties to promote Sedition, and 
diſturb the Peace oF ks Civil Government, 
is a Traitour to Chriſt, a Deſerter of the 
Croſs, a Subverter of His Kingdom, and 
were it of this world, would endanger its 
final Overthrow. If any crime of this 
nature had been prov'd againſt S* Paul 
when He ſtood before the judgment ſear, 
not Felix, but He himſelf muſt have trem- 
bled ac the fight of his Accuſers. And how 
would the reft of the Apoſtles have been 
confounded, when they were brought before 


Governours and Kings for his Name, had they been Matth. 16, 


found guilty of Plots againſt the State, or 18. 

utting the world into an Uproar, as was 
Fiſely laid to their charge? For might not 
the Judges before whom they ſtood, have - 
given them this, or the like Reproof 2 You 
who call your ſelves the Diſciples of that 


- 


Maſter, who raught Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, Matth.y, g. 


do. you diſturb the Government 2 You that 
pretend to be the Subjects of that King, 
who renounc'd all earthly Sovereignty, TR 

ou Tumultuouſly affe&t Dominion 2 Your 


aſter commanded you to Render unto Ceſar Mark 12, 
the things which are Ceſars, and do you withhold 7: 


from Him . the juſt Tribute - of your. O- 
bedience 2 Next the . Miracles which He 
wrought, his peaceable converſation, his ex+- 

G emplary 
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emplaty Patience, his Precepts of Obedience 
had almoſt perſuaded us to turn Chriſtians ; 
Buc hearing of his unexampled Charicy and 
humilicy, in praying for his very Crucifeers, 
when He hung on the Croſs, we could not 
but alcogether contels that He was a ver 
juſt and Holy. Perſon. Buc what wel 
followers are ye of ſo good a Maſter 2 What 
a ſcandal to his Croſs? and contradiction to 
your Profellion ? And were He now upon 
earth He muſt either diſown his own Do- 
&rine, or you for his Diſciples? Your tur- 
bulent Behaviour-bath juſtly provok'd Czſ@ 
to utſheach his Sward. of Juſtice, to deliver 
ou over to the Executioners. His Confuls 
ave Rods for 'the Backs, and Axes for the 
Necks of you the viteſt of Impoſtors. And 
you deſerve to be.treated with. greater ſe- 
verity, than any other fort-of Enemy. The 
rude Scythiors {ee more capable of the Em- 
perours Clemency, for they profels cruelty , 
Outrage and Barbarity . by long cuftom 
are become natural to them. .-. Bur for you 
who profeſs Gentlenefs, Civility and 'GCon- 
deſcenſion ; who pretend to know nothing 
ſave Feſus Chrift and him crucified , wrho to aſſure 
the Empire of ' your Loyalty and Fidelity 
have inforc't Obedience upon z Prmanciple- of 
Conſcience, as well as Wrath, and «ntail'd erer- 
nal Damnation upon the violation. of : : 
who 
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who to aſfure us, that you had no ſiniftex 
Deſignes upon the Eſtates of other men, 
have forſaken your own Poſleſsions, for you 
at laſt ro be found guilty of InſurreQion, 
Tumulc and Violence, makes you fall more 
unlamented than Carilize, or the moſt curſed 
Confpirators ever did. In ſhort, you have 
done what in you lay to make good the 
Treaſons which were fallely laid ro your 
Maſters charge; much more than the 
Scribes, Pharizer chief Prieſts and Lawyers, 
thoſe Crefty Managers of his Tryal, were able 
to do” I know not what Evaſions may 
have been found out ſince by the Theolggo- 
Politico's of our Age; but (ſure I am the A- 
poſtles could never have avoyded this. juſt 
Reprimand, for they had eyery one of them 
fall'n under that worſt of Condemnations, 


ex ore two ſerve wequam, out of thy own mouth thon Luk. 19.22, 


wicked ſervant thou art condenmed, 

Thirdly, *Tis not Lawfyll, but. highly impionws for 
Chriſtians to Rebel againſt their Sovereign, diſtyrb the 
Goverument, or uſe violence wnder the ſpecious pretences 
of ſecuring their Religion, . Recanſe- 1t owght to-be pre- 
ſerv'd and continued in the world, by the ſame me- 
thods it was at firſt propagated, Now etting a- 
{ide thole mighty Works which our Saviour 
wrought to convince the Jews, that He was 
the true Meſhas, whom their Prophets had 
foretold ſhould come into the world; and 
G 2 the 
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the Heathens, that He was a Perſon of grea- 
ter worth, a&ed by a more Divine Prin- 
ciple, than any of their moſt celebrated Ma- 
ſters of Wiſdom : Setting aſide this his Di- 
vine Power, What was there that did more 
recommend his Religion to- the world, than 
the kind Aſpe&t It had towards the Peace 
and Proſperity of the Empire 2 Than the 
ſecurity It gave to the Civil Magiſtrate by 
the Obedience it taught, and the Protection 
it might reaſonably hope for under them, by 
a PraQice conformable to that Do&trine ? 
This conſideration makes it a greater won- 
der to me, that the Roman Emperours held 
out ſo long before they yielded Obedience 
ro Chriſts Sceptre, than that Comftlantive the 
Great came in ſo early to make good that 
Prophecy, Kings ſhall be nurſing Fathers, &c. A- 
mong all the Arguments which the Noble 
Apobogiſts uled to perſuade the Emperours,; and 
their Miniſters of State to forbear perſecu- 
ting the Innocent Chriftians, produce me 
one which carries the leaſt ſhew of menace 
or force along with it , when they had'both 
Numbers and Arms to have diſputed their 
cauſe. O let not the Example of the noble 
Thebean' Legion ever be forgotten. They per- 
ſuaded them that it was for their fafet 

to cheriſh and prote& ſuch Subjects, as 
gave ſuch daily Inftances of their. valour by 
ſuffering 
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ſuffering joyfully the moſt cruel Deaths, 
that it was for their Intereſt, as well as 
their Glory to embrace that Religion, which 
bred ſuch couragious and yet ſuch Obe- 
dient Loyal Profeſſors, who could endure 
the moſt exquiſite Torments rather than deny 
their Religion, becauſe they knew if ever 
they rebell'd, their Maſter would deny them. 
Among all the Antidotes which they pre- 
ſcrib'd againſt the Contagion of Hereticks, 
ſhow me one that has the leaſt compoſition 
of Force or Violence in it, They en- 
deavour'd to convince them, [ the He- 
reticks ] from the Autority of Chriſt, the 
Apoſtles, and the Deference paid to the Apo- 
ſtolical Churches; the Novelty of the He- 
reticks Doftrines, their palpable Corruption 
and interpolation: of Scripture ; their irre- 
gular Lives, - and Scandalous Difſentions ;. 
the Unanimity of Catholicks, the conſent 
and Harmony of their Doctrines, and- the: 
ſufficient knowledge they. had of the A- 
poſtles, and firſt promulgators of the Chri- 
ftian Religion, and the ſufficient Inſtruction 
which the Apoſtles receiv'd from- Chriſt; 
Theſe were ſome of thoſe wholſom Re- 
medies which they thought ft to preſcribe 
againſt the Hereticks of their: times. And- 
happy -had it: been for Chriſtendom, if none 
of a different nature had been made uſe. of 

G3 fiace, 
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ſince, -only thoſe enforc't by Civil San&ion : 
for what has Ree got by her modern bloudy 
Inquiſition 2 Or Geneve by her Tyrannical 
Ulurpations over the Conſciences and Com- 
mon Liberties of mankind 2 What did the 
Council of Conftaxce get by their uncanonical, 
treacherous, cruel proceedings againſt thoſe 
poor men, Ferom of Prague and Fohn Huſs, Their 
putting the later to death contrary to pro- 
miſe and the publick Faith, widened the 
Schiſm, brought an odium upon the Coun- 
cil, and they will never be able to waſh 
away the ſtain of ſo Barbarous an A. 
They feem'd indeed ſenſible of it when 
*twas too late, for in the Ample-ſafe-Con- 
duct granted in the XYIII Seſſion of Trex, 
under Piows IV, they recede from the Pra- 
&tice and Decree of Conſtance, or of any other 
Council prejudicial to. ſafe Condudts. But 
then they mince the matter in theſe words, 7» 
hic parte, & pro hic vice derogamus, &e. So that even 
this Receſsion was rather extorted from them, 
by the neceſſity _ lay under, than any 
willingneſs in thoſe pretended Infallible 
Doctors to retract, or own that they had 
done amils. *Tis true, He who renounc'd 
all Sovereignty here on earth, that ſo the 
Princes _ Emperours of the world might 
have no ſuſpicion of Him or his followers, 


did nevertheleſs keep his Religion under his 
own 


before the Univerſity. 47 


own Cognizance, and exempr It from their 
Juriſdiction ; for he did not only teach, 
promulge and practiſe it in oppolition to 
the Laws and Cuſtoms then receiv'd, in 
the very face of the Magiltrate, but more- 
over : encourag'd his Dilciples to the like 
confidence and Reſolution. He foretold 
them that chey ſhould be brought before Kings, Vatth.1o. 
and Governours for his name , betore the Fewiſh **: 
Sanedrim, and Roman Tribunals to bear Te- 
ftimony to the Truth ; but bids them not be 
diſmayed, for He would be their Advocate, 
and defend both them and Ir againſt all 
Oppoſition. Not that hereby He grants 
them 2 Licence to Rebel, to violate their 
Duty to the Publick, in defiance of the Ma- 
giftrate, but only Inſtruts and ' encou- 
rages them in their Duty to God, in deſpite 
(#) ſufferings. He bids them not fear them, who Luke 12, 
can owly deſtroy the Body, but rather Him who can de- 4%: 5 
firoy both Body ard Soul i Hell, Thus they learn't 
Chriſt, and thus they raught others Chri- 
ſtianity, Thus Chriſtianity at firſt ſer 
our, and accordingly found Reception in the 
world , thus it made a glorious Progreſs, 
and thus it ſhall finally Triumph over all 
the Powers of Darkneſs. Which uſhers in 
my Third and laſt Poſition, 7har 'ris rhe 2. 
Duty of Chriftians parient by to ſuffer for their | 
Religion, when tis their Lot to fall into Perfe- 
cuting. 
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euting times, and this in moſt Caſes the beſt, is 
ſeme the only Remedy left them, For hereby we 


give the Deareſt Pledges of an unfeigned 


Love to our Maſter, that we have not only 
followed Him for the Loaves, for any ſe- 
cular Ends or Advantages. Hereby we make 
a Publick Declaration of the Sincerity of our 
Hearts. Hereby we give the Nobleſt Proof 
of the Truth of our Religion. Hereby it ap- 
pears we are true Dilciples, when we can 
rake up the Croſs and follow Chriſt, in the 
moſt difficult, but moſt heroick A& of the 
Chriſtian Warfare. Hereby we ſhew that we 
have eſcaped the Pollutions of the world, 
and that the Glory of God, and our own 
Salvation hath been our Chiefeſt Aime. Yet 
this Poſition however true in it ſelf, ſeems 
of very hard Digeſtion to our corrupt Na- 
tures. And this is the true Reaſon why our 
Diflſenters of late have made ſuch Diſmal 
Our-cries, ſuch Dire Preſages, and ſtill con- 
tinueto Alarm the Nation with Fears, I hope, 
of their own Creation. And therefore I ſhall 
be very ſhort with them. The Religion for 
which they expreſs ſo great Concern, and a- 
bout which they make ſuch a ſtir, that Hea- 
ven and earth have been difturb'd with their 
Out-cries, 1s either from God, or from Men. 
If ic be from God, He will either defend it 
from Perſecution, or elle by His mighty 

Power 
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Power enable the Profeſſors patiently to ſuf- 
fer for it. And which way ſoever ſhall ſeem 
beſt co his juſt Providence, is fitteſt and moſt 

oftable 'n us. And fo we are ſafe. If ic 

e from men, 'twill come to nought, *cis 
mutable as all other humane Inſtitutions are , 
and will rather veer to the Religion of the 
State, than undergo the leaſt Tryal of Per- 
ſecution. And *tis to me a manifeſt ſign 
that thole men who cry out ſo much of 
Perſecution before hand ( And amidſt the 
full Enjoyment of a dangerous Liberty) as 
if they had a Faggot already Flaming in their 
Breaſts, never intend to reſiſt unto Bloud, 
or undergo the fiery Tryal, it they ſhould 
be really brought to ic. Their Religion is 
too Voluptuous, and the Profeſſors of it to0 
Effeminate to court Martyrdom. Let them 
chooſe which Part of the Dilemma they 
pleaſe, and they are for ever filenc'd. If 
then ſober Advice might take place, I would 
entreat them in their Zeal to Religion, not 
to diſturb the Peace of the State. In their 
Fears of Perſecution, not to betray and de- 
ſert the Croſs of Chriſt. In their juſt Excla- 
mations againſt the Superſtitions, - and Ido- 
latries of the Church of Rome, not to make 
Shipwrack of the Catholick Faith, in a will- 
full Separation from their Mother the Church 
of Exzland, Let them not out of- a com- 


H mendable 
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mendable Indignation againſt the wicked 
and Helliſh Practices of the Rowſb Emilla- 
ries to eſtabliſh the 7p Religion, become 
Guilty of the ſame in an Obftinate, Ilegal, 
Unchriſtian Defence of their Own, And it 
any one think I injure them by this Advice, 
tor I confels it implies, a Guile of the mai(- 
chiefs caution/'d againſt , I recommend to 
his. ſerious and impartial Peruſal ſeveral 
late Colle&ions publiſk't from theis Origi- 
nals. And there He will find: that the moſt 
pernicious Dodrines: laid down, by the Je- 
ſuits in their Morals, are to: be matchft, it 
not out-done. For there He. will find a 
Diſpenſation for Qaths. taken; Licences to 
take- contrary. Oaths ; Equivocation, Lying, 
Perjury, recommended; 'Fhere He will find 
that; the Saints alone had a Right to. inheric 
the Earth; that the wicked might be Slan- 
der'd, Plunder'd, Mirthered-; and all this 
under; pretence of: doing: God, good ſervice. 
There He-will find Perlecution, Rapine, Sa- 
crilege Preach'd and praftis'd. There He 
will find: ſpeaking evil, of Dignities the 
Holy Idiom, and priviledp's Language of 
the Godly. There He will find, the Mur- 
ther of: Kings encourag'd, effected, juſtified, 
in ſhort, far. I delight not to; dwell on ſo 
ungratefull a- Subject; there He will find all 
the moſt- conſummated: Villanies a 

| ted, 
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ted, which were in the power of the Sons 
of Perdition to A&, ſince the ſhedding of 
the Blaud of Righteous Abel, unto the Murther of 
Righteous King Charles, and ſo down to this very 
day. But thou, O Holy Chriſtian, who 
art ſo indeed, and not in outward ſhevw 
only, as thy heart bleeds within thy Breaſt, 
to think that there ſhould be ſuch Miſcre- 
ants ; that all that name the Name of Feſs 
ſhould not depart from ſuch horrid Im- 
pieties , ſo thou knoweſt it to be thy Duty 
to follow thy Maſter in the ſeveral ſteps of 
his Life, co Faſt with him in the Wilder- 
neſs, as well as Feaſt with Him at the Mar- 
riage in Cays, to watch and pray with 
Him in his Agonies in the Garden, as well 
as dwell with Him in his Glorification on 
the Mount , to act a part with Him in his 
Tragedy in che High Priefts Hall, as well 
as attend Him in his Triumphs to Feraſalem, 
Thou knoweſt it to be thy Duty not Only 
to accompany Him to the Judgment Hall, 
but moreover, to Mownr Calvery, and there to 
die for Him, who ſuffteted the moſt dolo- 
rous Death for thee. - And thou. art invited 
hereunto by the Example, ' and Precept of 
Feſws the Captain of thy Salvation, and Fi- 
niſher of. the Faith , His Glorious Com- 
pany of Apoſtles, His Noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs, who in all Ages. have - finiſh'd theit 
| H 2 Courle, 


Si 


Matth. 16. 
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Courſe, fought the good Fight, and receiv'd 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs. Thou canſt pity 
thoſe who laugh at the Doctrine of pal- 
five Obedience, and conclude their Reli- 

ion falſe, which will not ſuſtain ſuffering 
- Chriſt's ſake. In a word, thou art re- 
ſolv'd in the whole courſe of thy Life to 
maintain the Wiſdom of the Serpent and the 
Inmocency of the Dove. Feſus anſwer d, my King- 
dom is not of this world, if my Kingdom were of 
this world then would my ſervants fight, that 1 
ſhould mot be deliver d to the Fews, Upon 
the whole matter, give me leave to make 
theſe following Obſervations and con- 
clude. 


1. That we do not fin againſt the Rules 
of Chriſtian Patience, tf we Defend our 
ſelves when brought before Magiſtrates , 
for though Chriſt willingly ſubmitted to 
the Sentence, yet He carefully acquitted 
Himſelf of the Treafon laid to his charge. 
This is confirm'd to us by the Pra- 
&tice of the Prophets Elias, Feremias , the 
Example of the Apoſtles, particularly Saint 
Paul's, who appeals to the Roman Laws, 
Flies to their Guards for Protection. a- 
ainſt his Conſpirators ; and did not: dil- 
ain even Humane Policy, for He di- 
yided the Multitude, made. the Major Part 
of. 
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of his fide, by Crying out, Men and Bre- AR.23.6. 


thren 1 am « Phariſee, the ſon of a Phariſce, of 
the hope, and Reſurreftion of the Dead, 1 am called 


in queſtion, 


2. That fince Chriſt's Kingdom., is 
not of this world, that therefore we 
ſhould not immoderately thirſt after 
-- wh or affe&+ Glories _ worldly Great- 
nels, 


3. We muſt not take it heinouſly, if 


in perilous circumſtances we ſhould be 
betrayed by our friends, or deſerted by 
thoſe from whom we expected Pro- 
tection ; for this was our Maſters caſe, 
betrayed by one Diſciple, forſook or 
denyed by the Reſt, by Pilaze deprived 
of the common privilege of the Law. 
He who before had furniſh'd his Enemies 
with a Band of Rufhans to apprehend 
Him, denies Him common F cms — from 
the Bench for fear of diſpleaſing the 
Jews. | 


4. This place gives us comfort in our 
ye and moſt publick Calamities, for 
ince Chriſt's Kingdom i not of this world, It 
{hall never be overcome or deſtroyed, by 


H3. 
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-all the nnited Forces thereof. Heaven and 
earth thall- paſs away, but Chriſt's Throne 
is eſtabliſh'e for ever, His Dominion is an'ever- 
laſting Dominion, 


5. Laſtly, This place manifeſtly reproves 
thoſe who have {o long boaſted themſelves 
Chriſt's Vicars, for He whom chey pretend 
to repreſent declares His Kingdom not to 
be of this world. But they uſurp to them- 
ſelves the Kingdoms of this nas FY diſpoſe 
of them at pleaſure ; as if that prophecy---They 
ſhall Bind their Kings in chains, did literally ap- 
pertain to them to fulfill, By this their 
wicked and Audacious Practice, how ill do 
they prove their Title to Chriſt's Vicarage 2 
Do they not rather ſhew whoſe ſervants 
they are, viz. His who proudly ſaid, All theſe things 
will 1 give thee, If thou wilt fall down and worſhip 
me 2 for by che Vanity and Pageantry of a Pom- 
pow Religion, adorn'd with the falle Glories of 
this world, they have bewitch't too Great a 
Part of the Nations of the earth , for I dare 
boldly lay, that the Dofrines of Image-worſhip, 
Invocation and Adoration of Saints, Indulgences, Pur- 
gatory, Prayer for the dead, as they are practis'd 
in the Church of Rome, Tranſubſtantiation, Pattici- 
pation 11 one Kind, Papal Supremacy , the making 
which neceflary Conditions of Communion, juſti- 
fies us, and laies the Schiſm at 'the Impoſers 

Door . 
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Dues ; I dare boldly afhrm that they are fond 
Things, vainly feigned, that they are contrary 
to the Simplicity and Truth of the Goſpel, that 
they have no better ſupport, than Credwity, 
Force, Falſification' of Antiquity, humane Roman- 
tick Tradition, or the Pride and Coveteouſneſs of 
the Eecleſiaſticks, Indeed, I never thought 
thoſe the moſt Eloquent Preachers, who can 
call Whore, and Antichrift loudeſt, and per- 
haps 'tis not neceſfary that all our Ser- 
mons ſhould be turn'd into invective He- 
rangues againſt the 1delatries of the Church of 
Rowe , but it has often griev'd me to think 
that S* Peters Swcceſſour, hath made that Tirle 


{o- much: his awn, as to endanger Mahomets 
Claim , that a Mother Church ſhould: be ſo 


leudly fall'n from that Gravity, Purity and: 
Chaſtity which in S Paws time, and fome 


Centuries after, the fo eminently poſſeſs. I 
have always thonght- I might diſcharge this 


of the Miniſterial Funttioz, as. much to the: 


benefit of Sms, in preſſing upon them the 


Dties of Love and obedience, in Defending the- 


Dottrine:, Government, Solems aud. Pablick Prayers of 
the Church of Emgland, in whole holy Com- 
munion. | do believe Salvatios may. be. had with 
greater: Certainty, than.im any other Church 
of: any Denomination whatſoever, To conclude, 


The. Kings of the earth ſhall ſtand: up, and tuke coun- Plal, 2.2. 


ſel. rogether againſt the Lord, ani. againſt His Amain-- 
ted, 
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ted, -Which Prophecy implies that Chriſt 
{hall be a King, and that the Kings of the 


. earth would conſpire the Ruine of His 


Luk.19.14. 


Kingdom. And this is the true ground of 
all thoſe dire ſtrikes and contentions which 
have fill'd the world about the Chriſtian 
Faith. Becauſe they will not have this Man to Reign 
over them, For this reaſon the Jews con- 
ſpired the Death of Chriſt , they pretended in- 
deed to the Romans, that He intended to ſet 
up a Fifth Monarchy , but the true reaſon 
was, becauſe He did not anſwer the fond 
Character which they had fram'd of their 
Meſlias; therefore they would not ſubmit 
their Stubborn. Necks to his eafie Yoke; 
the Romans afterwards thought to have rui- 
ned His Kingdom, by a total Maſlacre 
of his Subje&s, and they alſo pretended 
reaſons of State. But the true reaſon was, 
they could not comply with the Do&trine 
of the Croſs, which they thought would 
interrupt their pleaſures, and Eclipſe their 
Greatneſs. And at this day how is the 
world divided about the great Buſineſs of 
Salvation. The Twks would aſcribe this 
glorious work to their falſe Prophet Maho- 
met, and the Jews expect Salvation from an 
imaginary Meſsias yet to come, and Chri- 
{tians are too naw divided amongſt them- 
ſelves. But after all, Chriſt will accom- 


pliſh 
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pliſh the End of His coming into the 
world, which Was to bear Teſtimony 40 the John 18.37. 
trath; He will diftioguiſh/ between, the 
true and the falle Believers; And His 
Kingdom ſhall at laſt ine, forth 4in_ an 
utter Abolition of the Kiagdom of Dark-+ 
neſs, I have only this to add further : 

Be the times never ſo perilous, our dan- 
gers never ſo great, next the . Protecti- 
on of the, Almighty, a Chriſtian Holy 
Life, ' our ſtedfaſt Obedience to the 
King, Conformiry to the Church, will 
be- found 'our ftireſt Refuge, Fot+ the 
King cannot; will 'not foriake that! Faith 
of which He is the glorious Defender , 
nor thoſe, Subje&ts, who by the* Tenure 
of _ their Religion think themſclyves ob- 
liged to defend Him with their Lives 
and Fortunes. , And of this we, as well 
as the reſt of the Nation, have had a 
very late confirmation in His Majeſties 
Gracious Reply to that Eloquent | and 
truly Loyal Speech made in behalf of 
the Univerſity. To which His Majeſty was 
pleaſed to anſwer, That He was fully ſatisfied 
of the Loyalty of the Univerſity, and that 
[ 


He 
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Fe did not at all doubt ' but we would 
always aft according to what we © there de- 
clared. His Majeſty likewiſe told us, That 
He would conſtantly Own and Defend the 
Ghurch of England, as by Law eſtabliſhed. This 
He bid us be aſſured of, for He would be as 
good as His word, whatever Repreſentation, either 
had, or ſhould be made of Him to the con- 
trary, Being farther pleaſed to add, That 
there was no other Church in the World that 
Taught and Praftiſed Loyalty fo conſcientiouf- 
ly 4s that did, O Let us and all that 
hear me _this Day make, good this gra- 
cious Opinion which His Majeſty hath 
conceiv'd of Us and Our Church. That fo 
both King and People ſupporting cach 0- 
ther, and Both uniting in an Holy con- 
ſpiracy for the good of the Church . | We 
may yet Emerge a Glorious Flouriſhing King- 
dom, to the utter Diſappointment and (04- 
fuſion of all our Enemies, whether papiſts 
or Panaticks, whom God in his infinite 
Mercy either convert, or in His Infinite 
Power bring to Condigne Puniſhment; that 
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ſo Juſtice may be no Longer 0bſtrufed, but 


that Righteouſneſs and Peace may joyn in an 
Holy Kiſs. Amen. 


The End. 


